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RECOMMENDATION 

Direct staff, to prepare a letter to be sent on behalf of the City of San Jose in opposition of the 
proposed Phillips 66 oil train offloading facility in San Luis Obispo County. 

BACKGROUND 

Currently, there is a proposal going through the approval process in San Luis Obispo County that 
would allow for an oil train offloading facility. The relevance of this particular project to the 
residents of San Jose is clear. 

First, these mile-long oil trains carry millions of gallons of toxic crude oil through cities and 
through rural communities. In the case of San Jose, it will do both. These trains would come 
from the north through Diridon Station and continue onward through neighborhoods through the 
middle of the city, including within 100 feet of homes in District 2. It would also continue 
through the agricultural land in Coyote Valley. So, this is not just a project that has a distant 
connection to San Jose, rather, these trains will go right through the heart of our city. 

Second, this project is bad for the environment in many ways. It would bring toxic air pollution 
throughout our state by way of train cars and the emissions they will emit. Also, these trains 
would allow for, as is planned, Canadian tar sands to be railed over throughout the Northwest to 
Santa Maria, California. And every stage, from mining, to transportation, to the refining process 
of tar sands, is more carbon-intensive than other sources of oil. 

Additionally, our current rail system was designed to connect residents from different cities to 
and from their destinations, not to move hazardous crude oil. In the instance there is a 
derailment, spill and fire, anyone within a mile of a rail line is within the dangerous blast zone. 
Our emergency responders are not prepared for dangerous oil trains and current safety standards 
will not protect the public. Recently, the Contra Costa Times reported that on Friday, November 
28,2014, a freight train derailed in Richmond, California, adjacent to Peres Elementary School. 
Neither first responders nor community members were notified of this incident until days later. 

Finally, in a state that has become a global leader addressing climate disruption, San Jose has 
prided itself as becoming a green leader. Not only have we worked to reduce our carbon 



footprint, but many of the successful companies that have grown here rely on the continued 
commitment we have shown to clean energy. Sending a letter of opposition is a strong sign that 
we do not support the continual investment of infrastructure into old world sources of energy. 
Let us commit to 21st century clean energy solutions and leave 19th century sources of pollution 
and dirty energy in the past. 
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